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Ladakh was a remote Himalayan Kingdom like Bhutan, 
Sikkim and. Nepal with its own flourishing culture and religions 
until the Jammu ruler Wazir Zorawar Singh forcibly occupied and 
annexed it in 1834. A grave accident in history that finally reduced 
this proud Himalayan Kingdom into an oppressed administrative 
district in Kashmir. In 1947 when whole of India rejoiced over 
its independence, naive Ladakhis believed that it was the begin- 
ning of a new era for them too, a dream of being equal respectable 
partners in the shaping of its own destiny and that of the state of 
Jammu and Kashmir where it fell. It did not take long to realise 
that they had only been out of the frying pan into the fire, that 
rather than becoming free sons of free India they were left at 
the mercy and step-motherly treatment of the Kashmir 
Government. 


For the Kingdom that once enjoyed a distinctive status in the 
entire Himalayas and its people guided by the Buddha's principles 
of peace and tolerance, the four decades of independence became 
fourty years of sufferings. A story of oppression through calculat- 
ed discriminatory policies towards the region and among 
different communities within the region. 


Today Ladakh, once an abode of peace and harmony is fast 
turning into a hotbed of communal frictions and unrests as the 
political frustrations of the people are tactfully given communal 
shapes to divide and rule. 


Looking back at the last few decades of Ladakh one can easily 
discern the Kashmir Government’s deliberate campaign for the 
overall destruction of the culture and soul of Ladakh, its only fault 
being that it is predominantly Buddhist populated region. The 
Muslim fundamentalists in successive Kashmir Governments never 
liked the rise of another community within their sight and control. 


СС-0. : 
0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP2Jàmmu. Digitized by eGangotri 


q 


LA a 


(3) 


The following facts speak clearly of their discriminatory 
attitude. 

l. Ladakh, the third most important region forming the state 
Jammu and Kashmir does not have a single representative in the 
State’s 30 membered council of ministers. 


2. Althoughin area itis far larger than both Jammu and 
Kashmir put together, it has only two members in the State 
assembly of 75. 


3. Due to the State's apathetic and unsound educational 
policies 9595 to 98% of the students fail in the matriculation 
examinations. 


4. This massive region does not even have a degree college. 


5. The Government has systematically dismantled all the 
important forums of development such as the Ladakh affairs 
department in the State secretariat and the Ladakh development 
board. 


6. The meagre funds allocated to the region are wasted on 
illdesigned works like Stakna project a 4 MW hydel project that 
took 25 years and crores of rupees, only to prove a failure in the 
end. 

Apart from such general discrimination the Kashmir Govern- 
ment tries and has succeeded in dividing the people on communal 
grounds through various viscious policies of favouring the Muslims 
at the cost of the Buddhists. For instance : 


1. Ladakh was bifurcated, purely on communal basis into 
mainly Buddhist populated Leh district and Shiah Muslim popu- 
lated Kargil. 

9. Ofthe four Ladakhi members in the State's Legislative 
bodies three are Muslims. 


3. As per a 1985 observation in Leh offices, the Muslims 


"who are only 12% of the population occupy 39% of the jobs and 


Buddhists who are 86% have only 49:79%. 


4. The Government has always connived when Buddhist 
women are converted through monetory allurements into Islam, on 
the other hand even when some such converts voulantarily wish to 
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return to their old faith, the entire police force would be used to 
stop it. 


Such calculated moves to divide and rule did eventually bring 
to an end the age-old peaceful co-existance of Buddhists and 
Muslims. The most unfortunate part was that in all these evil 
designs the State Government used the Argons, (a handful of 
Sunni Muslims of Kashmiri origin settled in Leh). Acting as 
Ladakhis, they allowed themselves to be used as agents to the 
Kashmir Government in the execution of all their evil designs. 
The Governmant in return made them into rich contractors with 
apparently a license to deal in wholesale, the future and fortune of 
Ladakhis. And for their untamed youth, pampered by the state 
and protected by the Jaw, it has become usual to assault Buddhist 
youths and mollest women. These elements through less than 2% 
of the population led Ladakh into major communal conflicts in 
July last, when after a well planned assault on a Buddhist youth 
they went on to stone at the peacefully protesting demonstrations 
from the Mosque buildings. With the tacit backing ofthe police 
and support of the Kashmiri traders they even threw two bombs at 
Chokhang, the main place of worship and shouted pro-Pakistani 
slogans in the middle of Leh Bazaar. Such incidents are not only 


unfortunate for this strategically sensitive region of Ladakh but 
also an insult to the nation as a whole. 


Today the people of Ladakh realise that the gentleness and 
tolerance inherent in their age-old culture are being mistaken for 
cowardice and helplessness. They have finally launched a moves 
ment, not against any religious community as a whole, but 
against the root cause of all the feuds and problems in Leh-The 
Kashmir Government, the source of all the evils. 

This movement isa unanimous resolve of all the people to 
bring back the people's amity, the region's peace and YA G 
security. Their only goal, only demand is— 


Union Territory Status for Ladakh 
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> POLITICAL PROBLEMS 


Pandit Nehru, the great visionary, at the very out-set had grave 
doubts about Ladakh getting its due share from the State. It was 
precisely for this reason that the Ladakh Affairs Department was 
envisaged, and granted constitutional status. The Ladakh Affairs 
Department, thus created, would have a representative from the 
region as the incumbent-minister, and would function as the 
nerve-centre for Ladakh's betterment and development. 


Unfortunately for Ladakh, the successive Kashmir Govenrments 
from Bakshi's to Farooq's—have never felt comfortable with this 
special provision. With Dr. Farooq’s coming back into power, the 
Ladikh Affairs Department was virtually turned into’a defunct 
department. 


Although Ladakh suffered discrimination all along in the last 
42 years of independance, it did particularly so after Sheikh 
Abdullah's coming back into power. With a changed political 
scenario, a political Schism was surreptitiously sct forth, which 
succeeded in separating Leh and Kargil into two separate districts. 
The political fall-out of this was tremendous for Sheikh Abdullah. 
He succeeded in securing the sympathies, and, therefore, the votes 
of Kargil—hitherto diehard Congress supporters but this was done 
with a far serious motive than political. It was meant to stifle a 
distinct Buddhist culture. By separating Kargil from Leh district, 
Sheikh Sahib's intention was to remind the Kargilis'—predomi- 
nantly Shia-Muslims, that historical and cultural ties are insigni- 
ficant factors in Islamic polity which, he was trying to impose 
on the state. 


With the National conference (NC) well entrenched in 
Kargil, Dr. Farooq, who succeeded his father, Sheikh Adbullah, 
after the latter’s demise, carried this game plan a step further 
by resorting to the same formula of divide and rule in Leh district. 
Exploiting religious sentiments and mouthing communal rhetorics, 
Dr. Farooq succeeded in effecting polarisation of votes on comm1- 
nal lines. The Sunni Muslims of Leh. who are his strength in the 
region, were soon rewarded with a representation in the Legisla- 
tive Council. This was resented by the Buddhists, who, beginning 
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with a representative in the Prajat Samiti in 1934, have since ~ 


been having their nominee in the Council : and considered their 
prerogative. Ifthe idea behind the move was to give representa- 
tion to minority group, then, the Shia Muslims, by virtue of their 
being a bigger group, should have been given representation in 
the Council. Added to this, using the same logic, a Buddhist 
from Kargil should have been given representation in the Council. 
This, however, did not happen, despite strong pleas. 

Adding insult to injury was the Governments non-inclusion of 
a Buddhist in the Council of Ministers, where excepting Buddhists 
all ethnic, religious and cultural groups have been accommoda- 
ted. The Buddhists of Ladakh are terribly disturbed at efforts of 
the Government to hurt, humiliate and frustrate them on every 
front, including ;olitical. 

Of late the Buddhists of Leh have been witnessing a particul- 
arly aggressive and hostile attitude towards them from the Sunni 
Muslims of the region. Egged on by the Kashmiris and the 
NC party, they have made attempts at distrubing the peace and 
tranquility of the region. They have begun to ape their Kashmiri 
secessionist brethrens by indulging in anti-national activities. 
Pro-Pak activist from the valley have been imported into the 
district, at their behest, to create chaos and subversion. Elements 
with established links with Kashmiri terrorists, disguised as 
businessmen, have been indoctrinating the Sunni youth. Pro-Pak 
slogan-shouting has become a day to day affair. Attempts are 
being made to transplant the secessionist culture of the valley 
into the region. To all such activities, the Government, and the 
police have a turned a Nelson’s eye. Perhaps, that suits them 
well ! 

ECONOMIC AND DEVELOPMENTAL PROBLEMS 

The Kashmir Government’s economic policy and planning in 
Ladakh can, at best, be termed as lackadaisical. Misplaced priori- 
ties, faulty planning and a pale green attitude to implementation 
of schemes characterises the Government’s performance. 

From identification of priority sectors to conception of 
schemes and planning, the procedure adopted is highly amateurish. 
Competent local officials with proper perspectives of priority-sec- 
tors are deliberately kept out of deliberations on important issues. 
The net result has been—a terminally declining economy. 
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Traditionally a farming society, with agriculture as their 
mainstay, Ladakh has received scant attention in the agricultural 
sector. Although a department for agriculture has for long been 
in existence, there is nothing that it can be complimented for. The 
farmers are still using the anachronistic cropping method with no 
new crops being introduced. In all these years, the department has 
failed to produce a single hybrid seed ; nor can it boast of апу in- 
novative methods of farming. However, disregarding topographi- 
cal and climatic conditions and the typicality of the soil, it did 
attempt—although unsuccessfully—to transplant certain varieties 
of fruit trees from the Valley. 

Irrigation, which is entirely dependent on the perennially 
flowing strcams, has been grossly neglected. No effort, whatsoever, 
has been done to repair and broaden the age-uld canals; nor re- 
servoirs built to store the stream water. As a result, the entire 
farming community continues to suffer enormously from lack of 
irrigational facilities. 

It goes to the credit of the ingenuity and entrepreneurship of 
the farmers that a vegetable growers Co-operative Marketing 
Socity was formed almost 2 decades ago. This Co-operative Society 
has been the driving force in mobilising the farmers to take up 
vegetable cultivation. Although the farmers of the district have 
taken up vegetable cultivation in a big way and are earning hand- 
somely, there is nothing that the Agriculture Depariment has done 
to encourage and incentivise them. The Government if it can give 
subsidy to the fruit growers in Kashmir, can also do the same to 
the vegetable growers of Leh district. 

The power sector, despite figuring on the priority list of the 
Government, is a sad pointer to tl.e Government's non-perfcrmance. 
The Stakna Hydel Project, work on which began nearly 25 years 
ago is still afflicted with problems. Having gobbled up Rs. one 
crore a year for nearly 25 years from the district plan, it has yet to 
become fully operational. Indeed, it has become symbolic of every- 
thing that government cocs and stand for in Ladakh. 

x Similarly, Micro Hydel Projects at Basgo, Sumur and Hunder 
are yet to be commissioned, although work on these projects had 
begun 10 years ago. The state government has been withholding 
sanction for the Domkhar Hydel Project, which was technically 
cleared by the Central Water Commission ages ago. Work on few 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


Hydel Projects have not progressed beyond perfunctory survey, for 
which the Investigation Deptt. has put in more than 10 years. In 
all these the state government's predilection for subversion is 
clearly manifested. 

Work on the Igoo-Phey Irrigational Project : a project that 
has the potential for changing the face of Ladakh was suspended 
for a few years on the pretext of converting it into an Irrigation— 
cum —Power Project. 1lowever, the scheme fizzled out and proved 
to be a deliberate attempt by the government at delaying the com- 
pletion of the Irrigation project. The Ninmu- Chilling —Markha 
road suffered a similar fate on account of the governmenv' atti- 
tude of subversion. 

In 1988, the Union Planning Commission awarded the State a 
generous step-up of 25% over the previous year in its Annual 
Budget. The state in turn provided a meagre step-up of 2% in its 
plan allocation to Leh district. This nominal step-up, when com. 
pared with the hike in cost of labour and the cost of transportation 
of materials from the valley, is of no significance. While it 
will be quite naive and unreasonable to expect plan allocation on 
the basis of the area—it being too large—surely the typicalities of 
the region—geographical, climatic, economic—advocate a much 
better deal. 

Kargil district, which is smaller than Leh both in terms of 
area and population, was awarded better plan funds allocation. 
How does the government justify this ? Does it not clearly suggest 
that communal and parochial considerations take precedence over 
any established norms or criteria ? Similarly, how does the governs 
ment justify inclusion of Departments such as tourism, power and 
horticulture in the district plan of Leh, when in other districts, 
these departments receive funds from the state sector ? In all such 
instances one thing stands out crystal clear: that Leh being pre- 
dominantly a Buddhist region is singled out for step-motherly 
treatment. 

The machinations of the state government has rot been cor3 
fined to subversion of development projects alone, rather it has been 
extended to deprive Ladakh from every source of fund, including 
the Gentrally sponsored schemes. Ап example: Leh with its 
strategic location, being on the border of both China and Pakistan, 
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other projects like the Kumdok, Tangtse and Bogdang Micro-^ 
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was unwittingly left out of the Border Area Development Pro- 
gramme. When this was brought to the notice of the Central 
Authorities by the M.L.A. of the region, the state government 
made amends to include Nubra and Khaltsi tehsils, leaving out 
two deserving tehsils of Durbook and Nyoma. The argument for- 
warded by the state government to explain the exclusion of these 
two tehsils was that these tehsils, bordering China, does not fall 
within the purview of the scheme as it was “meant for areas 
contiguous with Pakistan border". The actual reason, however, is 
that these two tehsils, constituting only Budhists, were intentionally 
kept out. Similarly, ia the World Bank-Aided Social Forestry 
Scheme, for which the state received Rs. 24 crore in the last 4 
years, Leh district was not covered at all. 

The Public Works Department Leh, is an overflowing store 
of corruption and bunglings. With the connivance of no less а 
person than the Hon’ble Minister for Works, the department, last 
winter, spent an amount of Rs. 47 lacs out ofthe relief fund in 
28 mid-winter days, when it was physically impossible to carry out 
any work. Obviously, the relief money was distributed amongst the 
engineers and contractors with connection with the Minister. 
When apprised of the bungling of the relief money, when he was 
on a visit to Leh in May, the Minister ‘‘retorted” if a few amongst 
you get richer on account of the relief fund, {why should the 
others get Jealous.” Surely, this speaks a lot for the Minister. For 
one : why is the Hon'ble Minister unconcerned about grave charges 
against a Deptt. of his Ministry? Two: why th: official license 
to a select band of engineers and contractors ? This leaves nothing 
for imagination. It clearly indicates that there is a hand-and-glove 
nexus between the Hon’ble Minister for work and the engineers 
and contractors. ‘This nexus was at work not only with the relief 
fund affair—that being the tip of the iceburg—it was also extended 
to encompass the entire gamut of developmental projects. Such is 
the state of affairs of the P.W.D. 

Ladakh’s tragedy has been two pronged with both the 
Government and the bureaucracy singling it out for batterings. 
When projects get clearance from the Ministerial level, there is the 
bureaucracy, with its deeply-entrenched anti-Ladakh attitude, 
firmly putting its foot down. Excepting the I.A.S. lobby, which 
in any case does not carry much weight in the state, the entire 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


(10) 


bureaucractic establishment has a kind'of xenophobia for Ladakh : 
a pathological hatred. 


JOBS AND RECUITMENTS 


The state Government has always adopted a general discri- 
minatory policy towards the officers and other employees from this 
region. However there is a more intense discrimination within the 
region among its different communities. From recuitments to 
educational institutions and services to the promotions of high 
ranking officers, the Buddhists are meted out with step- -motherly 
treatment. Painful stories of ingenious engineers, administrators 
and teachers facing discrimination and harassment at different 
stages of their service, are endless. 


Admission to Technical Institutes 


Medicine and Engineering have been the most sought after 
careers in Ladakh, as in the whole country. Both Leh and Kargil 
have a quota of two seats each in the Medical and Engineering 
colleges at Srinagar and Jammu. While in Leh despite its 86% : 12% 
ratio of Budhists and Muslims, half the seats are always given to 
Muslim students, in Kargil where Buddhists are a bigger minority 


thau Muslims in Leh, a Buddhist student getting one of these seats 
is less than once in a decade. 


This mode of selection to these institutions based on communal 
grounds completely disregarding the individual merit ranking of the 
students, has frustrated most of the brilliant students. This has 
also resulted in Ladakh getting all such second rate ‘professionals 


and a subsequent degeneration in the work of Government depart- 
ments. 


Recruitments to Government Departments. 


Besides the harassment and insult to the existing Buddhist 
officials by way of supersession, undue transfers etc. there is a grow- 
ing campaign of the Kashmir Government to recruit as many non 
Buddhists as possible in its various departments. An observation in 
Leh offices in 1986, showed that the Buddhists who are 86% of the 
population have only 49°79% of the jobs, whereas the 12% Muslims 
of Leh have 39% of jobs. It has grown worse since. 
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Community-wise Government employees in 
different departments in Leh district. 


Name of Catagory Buddhists Muslims Muslims Others 
Department of post of Kargil 
Animal Gazetted 3 1 = 8 
Husbandry Non-Gazetted 25 25 3 15 
Class IV 51 49 1 — 
Agriculture Gazetted 
Deptt. Non-Gazetted 
Class IV 69 38 
Tourism Gazetted 1 — == == 
Department Non-Gazetted 6 4 6 == 
Class 1V 15 14 1 — 
Tehsil/Agri. ^ Gazetted 1 1 == = 
Non-Gazeted 4 1 == = 
Class IV — 1 1 1 
I.T.I. Gazetted — = = 1 
Department | Non-Gazetted 2 2 1 1 
Class IV — 2 == E 
Cultural Gazetted 2 — == 1 
Academy Non.Gazeted 6 2 1 1 
Class ТУ 2. 1 = = 
Police Depart- Gazetted == 2 — 1 
ment Non-Gazetted 100 45 75 54 
Class IV = 
State Archives Gazetted == = 2 Ре 
Repository Non-Gazetted 2 4 = 1 
Class IV — 2 == = 
Mechnical Gazetted 1 1 = = 
Division, Leh Non-Gazetted 24 19 2 19 
Class IV 13 16 1 2 
District Gazetted == == = 1 
Treasury, Leh Non-Gazetted 1 6 = 1 
Class IV 1 1 rs m 
Handicraft Gazetted — 1 = S 
Centre Non-Gazetted 17 11 1 2 
Class 1V 5 3 == 1 
Public Work Gazetted — 1 E Du 
Deptt. Non-Gazetted 12 4 c 4 
Class IV 7 — == = 
District Gazetted = = = =. 
Library, Leh Non-Gazetted 3 1 2m = 
Class IV 2 — == == 


(1) 


CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotri 


(12) 


Co-perative Gazetted = = = 

Bank Non- 1 = — 
Gazetted 1 — 1 
Class IV 

Stationery Gazetted — == = 

Depot Non- 2 = == 
Gazetted — m == 
Class IV 

Tehsil Office, Gazetted — — 1 

Leh. Non- 15 8 — 
Gazetted 8 7 = 
Class IV 


SICOP, Leh Gaze: ted 


Non-Gezetted [1 1 — 

Class IV 2 — == 

N.A.C., Leh Gazetted — — = 

No-Gazetted 3 2 — 

Class IV 3 20 5 

Electrical Gazetted 1 2 — 

Division, Leh Non-Gazetted 21 18 2 

Clas; ТУ 54 10 3 

P.W.D., Circle, Gazetted — — — 
Leh Non-Gazetted 5 3 

Class IV 3 1 = 

Civil Const. Gazetted 1 — — 

Div. P.W.D. Non-Gazetted 7 13 1 

Class IV 16 9 3 

Land Develop: Gazetted — == == 

ment Bank Non-Gazetted 1 — — 

Class IV = 1 — 

Social Welfare, Gazettee 1 1 == 

Leh. Non-Gazetted 6 7 ET 

Glass IV 3 4 = 

Distt. Rural Gazetted 2 = 1D 

Development Non-Gazetted — 1 = 

Agency, Leh Class IV 3 4 Б 
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Desert Develop- Gazetted == 
ment Depart-  Non-Gazetted 3 
ment Class IV 2 
Co-operative Gazetted = 
Department Non-Gazetted 27 

Class IV 8 
Fisheries Gazetted 1 
Department Non-Gazetted 9 

Class IV 1 
R & B Division, Gazetted — 
Leh Non-Gazetted 33 

Class IV 16 
Fmployment Gazetted 1 
Exchange Non-Gazetted 1 

Class IV — 
Investigation Gazetted 1 
Div. Non-Gazetted 7 

Class IV ‚6 
District Indus- Gazetted — 
tries, Leh Non-Gazetted 28 

Class IV 7 
Deputy Com- Gazetted = 
misioner's Non-Gazetted 34 


office Class IV 10 


Medical Deptt. Gazetted 11 
(excluding SNM Non-Grzetted 79 


Hospital) Class IV 61 
Forest Depart- Gazetted 1 
ment Leh Non-Gaztted 43 

Class IV 21 
Food & Gazetted == 
Supplies, Leh Non-Gazetted 19 

Class ТУ 18 
Public Health Gazetted — 
Engg. Non-Gazetted 25 


14 
15 

3 
15 


26 
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Education Gazetted — 3 — 5 
Department Non-Gazetted 1 — — 
Class IV 4 — — — 
Information Gazetted — 1 1 ЕЕ 
Office Non-Gazetted 12 9 — 1 
Class IV 9 2 — — 
Igoo-Phey Gazetted 1 1 = 3 
Div. Non-Gazetted 11 17 — 10 
Class 1V 14 16 6 — 
A.C.T.R’s Gazetted 1 — — — 
Office Non-Gazetted 6 1 — — 
Class IV 6 3 — — 
Sub-Judge Gazetted = = = 1 
Non-Gazetted 1 1 1 1 
Class IV 2 3 — 1 
Weights and Gazetted = 1 — == 
Measures Non-Gazetted 1 1 — — 
Office Class IV — 2 1 — 
Sheep Hubandry Gazetted 1 2 = 5 
Office Non-Gazetted 31 24 18 5 
Class ТУ 77 30 5 2 


TOTAL: Buddhists=1 198—49:7995 
Muslims 935 —399/ 
Others=273=11°21% 


RELIGION 

Conflicts and disputes in the name of religion were quite’ 
unknown to Ladakh. However in the last few decades it witnessed 
a particular rise in hatered and ill-will based on communal grounds 
and it is not difficult to discern that this is all a part of the evil 
designs. But the Budhists find it most unfortunate and painful to 
see that the Muslims of Leh could so quickly disregard and forget 
the historic and cultural ties and fall so easily into the traps from 
across the Zojila. i 


Historically the Argon Muslims have enjoyed a very special 
treatment in Ladakh. 'The king i i 
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a mosque right in the middle of Leh. The common people of 
Ladakh gave them a special social status equivalent to the nobility. 
What more in the bloody massacres of 1947, it was the Buddhists 
who literally hid them in their houses and saved their lives. The 
present behaviour of the Argons is surely notthe best way to 
acknowledge all these. Today the Buddhists are shocked to find 
that the gentleness and tolerance which are inherent in their 
culture are mistaken for cowardice and obsequiousness. 


Conversions 

In the past conversion of faith by way of marriage was very 
common although in almost all the cases Buddhist women were 
converted to Islam. The Buddhists remained silent, considering 
it a matter of personal choice, until they realised that this was 
being done with a definite political design, and using cheap means 
like monetary allurements, to increase their numbers in Ladakh and 
for that weird sense of achievement and superiority over the 
Buddhists. 


It seems that such conversions are tacitly supported by the 
Kashmir Government as these are very favourable to them politi- 
cally. In the recent past after the unpleasent incidents following 
one such conversion the saner people in Ladakh demanded the 
Government to enact an anti-conversion act, of the kind that is 
already prevalent in several other states in India. The Kashmir 
Government did promise this but never implemented it, seemingly 
because the conversions and the conflicts that follow, fit perfectly 
into their design of divide and rule. 


The Buddhists find their religion endangered in their own 
land. The administration for instance has not allowed for years 
the building of or even the repair of a Gonpa (place of worship) in 
the Kargil district, cn the pretext of law and order problems. On 
the other hand land allotments for Mosques is the least difficult 
thing, in Leh, infact it has scores of Mosques, one in every 
village. 

What is more serious than the above instances is that such 
deliberate discrimination among different religions has led to the 
spread of a communal! disease, a void between the Budhists and 


the Mgglimg o the zegion which js growing bigger апа Rigger. 


Ladakh has always been strategically the most sensi- 
tive frontier of India, with hostile countries like 
Pakistan and China flanking it on either sides. The 
people of this region have been most patriotic to- 
wards India, despite their completely different cultural 
and historical background. The ‘Ladakh Scouts’ of 
the Indian army has always served as a bulwark 
to the nation's defence, be it on the bigh ices of 
Siachen glacier ox the vast unbearable Chinese 
borders. Inthe 1971 Indo-Pak wars when the Turtuk 
area in Nubra was reoccupied by India, it was 25% 
army and 75% local volanteers of the Nubra Guards 
who fought to capture it. 


Today, seeing their future dark and their race and 
culture threatened in the hands of the Kashmir 
Government, the same people comment, “If this is 
how India is to keep us. then it is as bad as being 
under China". 


The increase in Pro-Pakistanism in certain sections 
of the Society and the decrease in Hindustanism 
among the frustrated rest could lead the country 
into crisis of unimaginable dimensions in case of 
an exigency in this sensitive border district. 


The Government in New Delhi in the light of the 
above facts and in the name of justice to one of the 
last surviving Himalayan cultures, must pay timely 
serious attention to the just demand of the Ladakhis 
to separate it from Kashmir in the form of a Union 
Territory of India. 


Publicity Division. 


Ladakh People's Movement for Union Territory Status 
Leh 194101 LADAKH. 
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